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Submission Guidelines for 2026 WWDACT Member Magazine:

Chronic Mischief Issue No. 2

WWDACT is now accepting submissions for the second issue of a yearly magazine, as part of
WWDACT’s ‘Our Autonomy’ Project. We are seeking unpublished work by women, non-binary and
gender diverse people with disabilities, with a strong focus on entries from people living in the
Canberra region and surrounds. Both new and experienced writers and artists are welcome to
submit. Please read and use these guidelines to learn the requirements, vision, and deadlines for
your submission/s. Entries are open from 6™ May until the 10" June at 5pm.

All submissions deemed by WWDACT staff to be appropriate for public dissemination will be
published online via the WWDACT website. Only a few submissions will be selected for print.

Magazine Theme

The 5 key words listed below exist to offer a point for you to start creating from, but they are
optional, and you are welcome to submit work unrelated to these keywords. The submissions
selected for print will take shape organically through the variety of submissions received.
Submitted works will be selected for print in reference to the context of the publication as a whole
and how submissions might be interpreted alongside other submitted works. The five key words:

e Dissent e Solidarity e Pride e Play o Grief

Vision for Issue No. 2

Material supports for people with disabilities are currently under attack, alongside the rise of
negative ideas about people with disabilities globally. We know we are not budget deficits, nor
burdens on society; we are a strong collective of individuals with a wealth of experience to be
celebrated. So often we are told to limit our dreams to the few supports available to us. When
support is cut, it can limit what we are able to hope for. Despite this, we see countless people with
disabilities pursuing their dreams, hobbies and joys in life, fighting for a better world and coming
together to support one another in community. We see people sharing moments of creativity, fun,
and play.

As people with disabilities, we often have to advocate for ourselves in medical appointments and in
our daily relationships. While there can be grief in the fact that we are often forced to be strong
advocates, we can also be confident in our collective expertise and know that together we can
defend our rights to access supports.

This issue of Chronic Mischief invites you to explore the complex feelings of grief and anger that
might call us to take action, to dissent, during what can be infuriating times. It's also about
celebrating ourselves, our joy, the disability community, and the pride we get to have in our
collective strength. Most of all, it’s a space to share whatever you want, in your own way.

WWDACT’s aim in producing this publication is to provide a space for women, non-binary and
gender diverse people with disabilities to have their works celebrated and have their stories told
and heard. The magazine is for you and by you. Chronic Mischief Issue no. 2 will be edited by the
WWDACT engagement team and published by WWDACT. Alongside this, WWDACT will be
hosting a Magazine launch event to celebrate the amazing people in our community.



Submission types

Main Submission

e Photographs
e Photographs of sculptures or other
artworks

Examples Word Count / Size
Types
e Opinion piece
e Personal reflection
Perspective e Your point of view of a particular 200 - 750 words
experience
o Essay
Writing that appeals to a reader’s emotions and
imagination through use of poetic techniques.
Poetry can use a combination of techniques e.g. Maximum 60 lines, or
Poetry e Rhythm 650 words
e Word choice
e Sounds
e Rhymes
e Structure
e Short fiction
Creative Writing * Autpblographlcal fiction 150 — 750 words
e Satire
e Other short forms of creative writing
e Digital drawings and illustrations A4 or smaller
e Scans of paintings, drawings or other 2D
Artwork artworks

One A3 sized artwork
could be selected for
the centerfold

Other

If you have something that doesn’t fit the above
formats, or you’re not sure where to select, you
are welcome to submit it here, as long as it fits
the space guidelines.

Maximum 750 words
or 2x A4 pages of
image/visual material

All the above submission types known as Main Submission Types selected for print will receive an

honorarium of $100.

Bonus
Submission Type

Examples

Word Count / Size

Small lllustration

e Small drawings
e Cartoons
e Doodles

lllustrations that could suit sitting on the same
page as someone else’s writing.

A4 or smaller

Submissions selected for print from the “Small lllustration” bonus submission type will receive an
honorarium of $20 per small illustration.




Do’s and Don'ts:

Do:

Let the vision motivate you to create

Share the things you think might be silly to
submit

Share your strong thoughts, opinions, and
interesting quirks. There’s no need to be
high masking in these submissions.

Come to the WWDACT magazine events
and magazine launch

Ask questions if you have them by emailing

magazine@wwdact.org.au with subject line:

‘Magazine Query’

Don’t:

Divulge the specific details of trauma that
you or others have survived

Submit something entirely generated by Al
(unless that’s conceptually the point e.g. a
conversation with Al on disability)

Submit work that isn’t yours

Submit your work that you don’t have the
rights to submit (e.g. already published
material)

Stop yourself from submitting because you
are doubting yourself or you don’t think
you’re good enough.

Submit anything that is discriminatory or
causes harm to others.

Estimated Publication Timeline: From submission to publication launch

Key Events

Estimated dates

Submissions open

Wednesday 6" May 2026

Submissions close

Wednesday 10" June 2026 at
5pm

Selection process to decide which submissions will be in the
2026 Chronic Mischief issue

11t June — 23" June

Notify entrants whether their work has or has not been
selected for the Chronic Mischief 2026 issue.

29" - 30" June 2026

WWDACT staff to work with those entrants whose submissions
have been selected to make any needed minor edits to their
submission

30" June — 3™ July 2026

Send to be designed for graphic layout

6™ July — 27" July 2026

Send finalised magazine issue to be printed professionally

28" July — 6™ August 2026

Magazine Launch event and magazine distribution

Early to Mid August 2026, exact
details TBC

Regularly publish all* submissions on the WWDACT website

September - December




Submission Process:

Each person can submit up to a maximum of 5 entries under ‘Main submission types’, plus a
maximum of 5 entries under ‘Bonus Submission type’ (the Small lllustration). If you are submitting
multiple entries, please ensure each individual entry is in its own email, accompanied by the
correct information.

How to Submit via Email:

e Ensure your attachments are in the correct file format, with correct line spacing/image quality
and are saved with the correct file name:

File types and formatting:

I For written submissions: We accept Microsoft Word doc files and PDF files
(.doc, .docx, .pdf)

0 Format written documents in 1.15 spacing at a minimum of 12pt font (font can be
larger)

O For Artworks and illustration submissions: We accept PNG, PDF, TIFF at 300DPI

File name requirements:

O Attachment file names should be written like so e.g.
Lastname_SubmissionType_ChronicMischief_2026_001 (surname, submission
type, Chronic Mischief, year, number of submission — if you are submitting multiple
submissions)

e Subject line the email with ‘Submission: Chronic Mischief 2026,
¢ In the body of the email include:

O your first and last name,

O title of submission,

[0 the name you want your work credited to in the by-line (can include ‘anonymous’)

[0 please acknowledge that you have read and understand these submission guidelines

e Attach your submission file/s and send to magazine@wwdact.org.au

By entering your submission/s through this process you agree that:

e To the best of your knowledge, you have the legal right to enter your submission for
reproduction in WWDACT's Magazine and on WWDACT's website

e You understand that if your submission is not selected to be included in the Chronic
Mischief 2026 issue, WWDACT can and may publish your submitted work to the WWDACT
website.

e You understand that should your work be selected to be included in the Chronic Mischief
2026 issue, your work will be formatted and laid out by a graphic designer into an A4
Magazine.



Frequently Asked Questions

What submission support is available?

WWDACT can organise some office hours where you can visit and work with our staff to use some
of our equipment. This equipment includes access to:

- a high-quality flatbed A3 printer scanner,
- support photographing an artwork with a quality DSLR camera

If you might require support to travel to Pearce Community Centre to take advantage of equipment
available, include this in your email and we can discuss travel options that WWDACT may be able
to make available to you. To discuss access to this equipment email magazine@wwdact.org.au
using the subject line: ‘Magazine Query: equipment”.

If you have other accessibility requirements that you wonder if WWDACT could provide that would
improve the submission process for you, please don’t hesitate to contact WWDACT by emailing
magazine@wwdact.org.au with subject line: ‘Magazine Query: Accessibility’. This could include but
is not limited to requesting:

- WWDACT employ the services of typists to transcribe an audio or hand-written draft,

- Alternative forms of submission

- WWDACT host another publication themed Peer Event for co-working on Publication

Submissions,

- Support completing the online email submission.

- Support to travel to/from the WWDACT office to access equipment and/or support, or;

- anything else you can think of.

It never hurts to ask, and we are more than happy to see what we can do to make this submission
process as accessible as possible. If possible, getting in touch at least two weeks from close of
submissions would be ideal, but always feel free to enquire, even if the closing date is looming.

When do submissions close?
Submissions will close on Wednesday 10t June at 5pm.

Can | get an extension or enter submissions after the closing date?

If you would like to request an extension, or if you accidentally missed the deadline, email us at
magazine@wwdact.org.au and we will do our best to give you options. If you are only slightly late
with your submission, send it to us anyway with submission details attached, and we’ll let you know
if it’s too late. We will do our best to give you some options. We cannot guarantee that we will have
solutions, but it never hurts to ask. When emailing the magazine inbox please use the following
subject lines; ‘Magazine query: extension request’ and ‘Magazine query: late submission request’.

In what formats will Chronic Mischief be published?

Chronic Mischief will be published both in print and online (online via e-print publisher Issuu). It
will take the format of a colour A4 Magazine, designed with various accessibility needs in mind.
While the number of pages is subject to change, we currently estimate 32 pages total.



Will all submissions be published?

In 2026, all submissions we receive for this magazine will also have the chance to be published
digitally on the WWDACT website. We will only select a few entries from the pool of submissions
for Chronic Mischief 2026 print publication. Additionally, WWDACT reserves the right for
WWDACT staff to select which submissions will or will not be published online and/or in print. In
the rare case we receive a very large number of submissions, WWDACT may need to change the
parameters of how many submissions are published on the WWDACT website with consideration
to staffing hours. Any changes to publishing all submissions will be communicated to entrants.

Will there be remuneration available?

There is an honorarium available for only those submissions selected to be included in the Chronic
Mischief 2026 issue. For the 2026 Chronic Mischief issue, submissions selected for print from the
“Small lllustrations” bonus submission type will receive an honorarium of $20 per illustration. All
other submission types selected for print will receive an honorarium of $100. (See Page 2 for
details on submission types)

Will there be more opportunities like this from WWDACT in the future?
WWDACT published its inaugural yearly member magazine in 2025 and will be publishing at least
two more — this one in 2026, and another one in 2027. We will publish new submission guidelines
each year, and the editing and publishing process for producing the publication will also be open
to change in future years.

What are the details of the Magazine Launch and Magazine distribution?

WWDACT will host a Chronic Mischief 2026 launch event to celebrate our community. While the
exact date and location are TBC, we will ensure it is a wheelchair accessible venue and will do our
best to find somewhere with parking that is centrally located. We are aiming for a Saturday
Afternoon in August. See WWDACT’s Eventbrite, WWDACT social media and sign-up to the
WWDACT monthly newsletter for regular updates. Attendance to the event will be free with
registration. At this event the Magazine will be available to take home for free. Any remaining
copies will be distributed at WWDACT stalls, events, the WWDACT office, and other outlets in the
community.

What is the ‘Our Autonomy’ Project?

WWDACT’s ‘Our Autonomy’ Project is run by people with disabilities, for people with disabilities to
build skills, knowledge, confidence & community.
The project has 3 main activities:

1. Fortnightly Peer events

2. Monthly Info & skill building workshops

3. A yearly member made magazine with events that lead up to submission dates.
Our Autonomy is running from July 2024 — June 2027. Let WWDACT staff know what events and
workshops you would like to see by emailing community@wwdact.org.au.



How is the Magazine funded?

The Department of Health, Disability and Ageing funds WWDACT’s ‘Our Autonomy’ Project until
June 2027. The publication of a yearly member magazine is included in the project.

Other Information

If you have feedback on anything in the submission process, we’re happy to hear it. Email us your
feedback at magazine@wwdact.org.au or share feedback anonymously in this form:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7568B8S

If you have Magazine related questions, please email magazine@wwdact.org.au with the email
subject line that best suits out of the following:

‘Magazine query: extension request’,

- ‘Magazine query: late submission request’
- ‘Magazine query: Equipment’

- ‘Magazine query: Accessibility’

- ‘Magazine query’

Note: If you do not use the above listed subject lines, there is no guarantee we will see or respond
to your email. As a part-time office of people with variable spoon levels, we ask for your
understanding on this matter.

Keep in touch:

Become a WWDACT member and receive the Monthly Newsletter: https://app.joinit.com/o/women-
with-disabilities-act

Follow us on Instagram: @wwdact
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wwdact

Visit our Website: https://wwdact.org.au/

Follow WWDACT on Eventbrite here: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/women-with-disabilities-act-
15348925610

*all refers to those works that WWDACT staff deem appropriate for public consumption.
Additionally, in the rare case we receive a very large number of submissions, WWDACT may need
to change the parameters of how many submissions are published on the WWDACT website with
consideration to staffing hours. Any changes to publishing all submissions will be communicated to
entrants.



