
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For immediate release:  Weds 20 August 2025       
  

MEDIA RELEASE  
Disability reforms must leave no one behind  

The ACT Disability Directed Advocacy Caucus, which includes Advocacy for Inclusion ACT, 
Women with Disabilities ACT and ACT Down Syndrome and Intellectual Disability has issued a 
statement following a major speech at the National Press Club today where Federal Health and 
NDIS Minister Mark Butler outlined Government’s priorities for the NDIS and disability policy. 
According to Caucus representatives:  

“There is a lot in these announcements so the disability sector here in the Territory will be taking 
time to analyse their implications over coming days 

We note that a new Thriving Kids program will be created for children aged 0-9 with 
developmental delay or autism.  We welcome the prioritisation of more support to children with 
developmental delays and autism.  It is not clear to us if all children with disability in the 0-9 age 
group will access the Thriving Kids program or if some will remain on the NDIS.  

While the idea of additional supports for children is positive, we do have some concerns: 

• We have questions about the plans for a ‘single nationally consistent program’ as 
described today by the Minister, and that targeted programs suited to the state and 
territory level are not being considered.  A ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach will not be able to 
ensure tailored supports in different jurisdictions, responding to their individual 
contexts. 

• Some children with complex and lifelong disability will require access to consistent 
ongoing supports through all life stages and these supports need to be available and 
seamlessly accessed within a new system. 

• We would flag some implementation risks. The inability to design and stand up the 
Foundational Supports system in a reasonable timeframe, including in those areas 
where the Commonwealth has responsibility, has contributed to an understandable 
scepticism about how they will now stand up a quality and fit for purpose program in a 
timely way.   
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• We have questions about the capacity to build the new program and whether the 
services needed to deliver it exist. For instance, it is not apparent that the funding or  
infrastructure to support these families outside of the NDIS exists. At a practical level it’s 
not clear where the speech therapists, occupational therapists and professionals who 
will deliver Thriving Kids will come from. 

• There are also questions which will need to be answered including how Thriving Kids will 
work with NDIS, allied health, community-based programs and the early/childhood and 
education system including how it will be funded and the funding relationships with 
these other systems.    

There will be a steep hill for the new program to climb so we need a moratorium on cuts to plans 
and support types for people in the NDIS in the meantime.   

Beyond Thriving Kids we also need clarity and reassurance on the intention to deliver a wider 
system of Foundational Supports and a clear roadmap to funding and constructing these 
supports outside the early childhood cohort.    

We hold concerns about the new growth target of 4-5% and stress that this should not be 
achieved by excluding people from the NDIS without other support lines being available. The 
first few years of a child’s life are the years where families need the most support for their child 
with disability. 

We hold grave concerns about the framing of these NDIS conversations and the implications 
that people with disabilities are unproductive, that families are over-claiming supports, and that 
the growth of the NDIS should be curtailed at the expense of people with disabilities receiving 
the supports they need. 

Instead we note that the existing NDIS changes and new more stringent approaches to funding 
plans and support across 2025 have exposed other gaps and shortcomings especially people 
trying to exit the healthcare system into suitable supports and appropriate housing.    

There is still a pressing need for action and funding to progress the other foundational support 
elements for people outside the scheme including so called General Supports.  These include a 
focus on information and referral, capacity building and self-advocacy.   

For instance, in the information space, we need more than another website or a mirror of the 
Carer Gateway or the My Gov portal. We need an accessible and approachable human centred 
service run by people with disabilities with strong local accountabilities. These must be 
designed with people with disabilities in the ACT and not just formed from the remains of the 
former ILC program. 

We look forward to continuing to work with Federal and ACT Governments to form a consistent 
and considered approach to disability reform that protects and safeguards the NDIS while 
leaving no one stranded without supports”. 
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